
To our Congregation Beth Israel Family, 
  
During this tense and anxious time in our world, it is our desire that our community continues to find 
comfort and connection by any means possible. In response to the fluid situation regarding the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) we will also exert the utmost caution and concern for health and safety of one 
another.  After consultation with health care professionals, the Arizona Department of Health, and the 
CDC, we have decided to proceed in person with Shabbat services this evening and tomorrow morning, 
as we do each week.  
  
However, as we gather, we ask everyone attending to practice ‘social distancing,’ by leaving space 
between seats, finding alternative greetings to hugs and handshakes, and refraining from sharing food 
communally.  
  
Most importantly, if you have been sick, "under the weather" or had a fever in the past three weeks 
or if you have travelled outside of the continental United States in the past month please do not 
attend services but rather watch, from home, on live stream. If you have a yarzheit please do not feel 
it is obligatory to be present in person at services. We will read all names as we do each week and you 
may use this link to access a digital version of our Mishkan T’fillah prayer book. 
  
https://www.ccarnet.org/publications/mishkan-tfilah-for-
shabbat/?fbclid=IwAR2ROgU2COU4QsgB8pMwH8lPQ_R3GptCIACHY4TrcIuxkoEALqlgzsuEWN4 
  
Of course, if you are simply not comfortable being in a public space with others during these times, you 
can also participate in our erev shabbat service at 6:15pm on the live stream.  
 
 
You can tune into services by visiting the Congregation Beth Israel Scottsdale YouTube page. 
  
Torah study and Shabbat service on Saturday morning will continue as scheduled, with continued social 
distancing practices in place. 
  
As the situation remains fluid and as more information becomes available, we will continue to make 
educated decisions about all synagogue programming, schools, and operations.  We will continue to 
keep you informed. The value of bruit, of health and safety, is paramount at this time and always. Please 
stay safe, for yourselves and for others as we all navigate the days and weeks ahead. 
  
Wishing you all a Shabbat Shalom, of wholeness and of peace. 
  
L’Shalom, 
  
Rabbi Stephen Kahn 
Rabbi Sara Mason-Barkin 
Robin Roeder, Interim Executive Director 
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